ROBESPIERRE
mediate? So, for a start, they intended to give it a
massacre of the prisoners, division of the specie at the
mint, and distribution of the foodstuffs in the army
supply houses. Hebert's theory was that now that the
army was again on foreign soil, it ought to live off the
country.
The Hebertist strength was not negligible. On the
Committee of Public Safety they had Collot d'Herbois.
They had Ronsin's Revolutionary Army and many sym-
pathizers among the soldiers at the front and in Paris on
leave. For through his connections at the War Office
Hebert managed to get a good part of every issue of
Father Duchesne distributed to the armies at government
expense. They had the Cordeliers and thousands of
government officials and employees. They had, further-
more, managed to organize a dual organization in
practically every section and were about to consolidate
these in a central body. They were not sure of the
Commune, where Chaumette vacillated, but even with-
out it felt strong enough to carry out their programme,
which undoubtedly included a siege of the Convention
and complete seizure of power.
It was on the evening of the 4th of March that
Hebert, at the Cordelier Club, for the first time picked
up courage to denounce Robespierre openly. What had
especially aroused his ire was Maximilien's insistence
on getting Desmoulins, who had called him (Hebert)
a thief, reinstated at the Jacobin Club. "Remember",
he said, "that a certain man—misled, no doubt, other-
wise I would hardly know how to qualify his conduct
—happened to be on hand conveniently to get him
reinstated, in defiance of the popular will." He spoke
of "men, hungry for power and insatiable, who pom-
pously repeat the word ultra-revolutionaries in their
lengthy speeches, hoping thereby to destroy the in-
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